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Students in America are preparing to go back to school now. Japanese students may be shocked to hear this news, because they
have already started school about 4 months ago. Furthermore, Japanese students may be even more surprised to know that the
Japanese school year is longer than the American school year.

Let’s take a look at some differences between Japan and American schools.

One huge difference is the classroom. In Japanese schools, the classroom belongs to the students. Students study and eat in that
room. They also clean, and even decorate it. With the exception of some subjects, teachers are the ones going into the classrooms
to teach.

Since there is no teacher’s room in America, the teacher’s desk is at one corner of the classroom. The teacher decides the layout and
decorations of the classroom. Students enter the classroom to study, and leave when class is over.

Another surprising difference is how students are taught. In Japan, teachers teach, and students are expected to be quiet, listen, and
do what the teacher says.

However, in America, students are actually encouraged to express their opinions and to challenge what they are learning. This may
also mean challenging the teacher!

Teachers would often ask questions like, *"Why is the sky blue?” or “"Do you think city life is better than country life?” Teachers are not
looking for an answer. Instead, they want their students to think.

Finally, in Japanese schools, students will always use new textbooks. In American schools, textbooks are borrowed. That means that
every year, the textbooks become dirtier, with more pages torn, and more writings in the textbook. American students may use text-
books_that may be over 10 years old!




